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“The flex-direction property specifies how flex items are 
placed in the flex container, by setting the direction of the 
flex container’s main axis.”

SOURCE: CSS Flexible Box Layout Module Level 1 by W3C.

http://www.inarocket.com
https://www.w3.org/TR/css-flexbox-1/


FLEXBOX & CSS GRID: The CSS layout nightmare is over inarocket.com

flex-direction

row

row-reverse


column

column-reverse

(default)

http://www.inarocket.com


FLEXBOX & CSS GRID: The CSS layout nightmare is over inarocket.com

flex-direction

row 
row-reverse


column

column-reverse

(default)

http://www.inarocket.com


FLEXBOX & CSS GRID: The CSS layout nightmare is over inarocket.com

flex-direction: row
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1 Lorem ipsum 
dolor sit amet. 2

Blanditiis tenetur 
suscipit quo repellat 
consequuntur 
doloremque quisquam 
exercitationem deleniti, 
culpa laborum natus 
odio similique saepe. 
Laborum nam 
architecto, alias 
aperiam recusandae 
necessitatibus 
consequatur illo ea 
excepturi quibusdam 
incidunt aspernatur.

Lorem ipsum 
dolor sit amet. 3

Blanditiis tenetur 
suscipit quo repellat 
consequuntur 
doloremque quisquam 
exercitationem deleniti, 
culpa laborum natus 
odio similique saepe.

Lorem ipsum 
dolor sit amet.
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FLEX DIRECTION

<body> 
<div class="container"> 
  <div>Item1</div> 
  <div>Item2</div> 
  <div>Item3</div> 
  <div>Item4</div> 
</div> 
</body>

HTML CSS
.container { 
  display: flex; 
  flex-direction: row; /* Default value */ 
}

Browser
Web page title

index.html

containerItem1 Item2 Item3 Item4

READY TO USE CODE

http://www.inarocket.com
https://codepen.io/inarocket/pen/MxPpGQ
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flex-direction: row-reverse
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2
Blanditiis tenetur 
suscipit quo repellat 
consequuntur 
doloremque quisquam 
exercitationem deleniti, 
culpa laborum natus 
odio similique saepe. 
Laborum nam 
architecto, alias 
aperiam recusandae 
necessitatibus 
consequatur illo ea 
excepturi quibusdam 
incidunt aspernatur.

Lorem ipsum 
dolor sit amet.3 Lorem ipsum 

dolor sit amet.
Blanditiis tenetur 
suscipit quo repellat 
consequuntur 
doloremque quisquam 
exercitationem deleniti, 
culpa laborum natus 
odio similique saepe.

1 Lorem ipsum 
dolor sit amet.
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FLEX DIRECTION

<body> 
<div class="container"> 
  <div>Item1</div> 
  <div>Item2</div> 
  <div>Item3</div> 
  <div>Item4</div> 
</div> 
</body>

HTML CSS
.container { 
  display: flex; 
  flex-direction: row-reverse; 
}

Browser
Web page title

index.html

Item1Item2Item3Item4

READY TO USE CODE

http://www.inarocket.com
https://codepen.io/inarocket/pen/KEGWry
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flex-direction: column
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FLEX DIRECTION

<body> 
<div class="container"> 
  <div>Item1</div> 
  <div>Item2</div> 
  <div>Item3</div> 
  <div>Item4</div> 
</div> 
</body>

HTML CSS
.container { 
  display: flex; 
  flex-direction: column; 
}

Browser
Web page title

index.html

Item1
Item2
Item3
Item4

READY TO USE CODE

http://www.inarocket.com
https://codepen.io/inarocket/pen/rRqyPZ
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flex-direction: column-reverse

3

2

1

cross axis
start end

m
ai

n 
ax

is
en

d
st

ar
t

http://www.inarocket.com


FLEXBOX & CSS GRID: The CSS layout nightmare is over inarocket.com

Item1

FLEX DIRECTION

<body> 
<div class="container"> 
  <div>Item1</div> 
  <div>Item2</div> 
  <div>Item3</div> 
  <div>Item4</div> 
</div> 
</body>

HTML CSS
.container { 
  display: flex; 
  flex-direction: column-reverse; 
}

Browser
Web page title

index.html

Item2
Item3
Item4

READY TO USE CODE

http://www.inarocket.com
https://codepen.io/inarocket/pen/JzmWzq


FLEXBOX & CSS GRID: The CSS layout nightmare is over inarocket.com

flex-direction
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(default)
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